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Common Place Book (CPB)
Self-Introduction Focused on My Experience with Literature
	I am truly attached to my commonplace book in such a way that I keep on mentioning it regularly, especially to the people who are close to me. I sometimes think that it is better to lose my wallet and experience less stress rather than losing my commonplace book (Havens 332). I presume my commonplace book to be a wonderful thing that I use to collect notes as well as quotes among other things of interest to me. Commonplace books are not new since they have been used for centuries as personal collections hence playing a great role in the manner in which scholars learn, remember, and read. The book aids in painting beautiful pictures regarding individuals’ growth over time, especially concerning their personal journey of learning as well as growing (Locke 441).   I have learned how to take things up a notch since my commonplace book has improved my skills in literature. 
What Makes Something a Mystery Story
 	A mystery is typically characterized by a story which is based on a puzzling crime, circumstance or even a situation which requires being solved (Knobloch-Westerwick et al. 193). A mystery story could be either fictional or sometimes non-fictional and is likely to be based on supernatural as well as non-supernatural topics. Most of the mystery stories usually encompass a “whodunit” scenario implying that mystery stories revolve around uncovering criminals or culprits (Barry et al. 56). The following is an example of a mystery story. As I was staring down at the corpse who had a ski mask on his face, I realized that there were piles of money scattered next to the body. There was a note attached to his body stating that whoever gets rid of this will directly own the money and the other half will be delivered after the job is done. What I decided to do is something I grow to regret in my entire life. 
I Keep Quotes and Passages in my CPB
	Whenever I come across beautiful passages or things that move me, I usually copy them to my commonplace book. I often prefer drawing lines down the middle of each paper followed by copying the passages on the left side and ensuring that my responses to the passages are placed on the right (Havens 337). Sometimes I just decide to copy down the passages rather than writing them out of my own imagination. As I write that passages out by my hand, the technique aids in ensuring that the passages become part of me in one way or the other. It is a little difficult to explain, but one can learn that through trying to write out passages by hand. Most of the times I use my commonplace book to write down stanzas, snippets as well as quotes. The aforementioned items could be words retrieved from poems, novels, and picture books among other books (Zboray et al. 101).  The quotes and passages constitute the heart of my commonplace book. I record all the items I read which make me pause and read once more. 
Random Thoughts
	This is the part that somehow gets scary. I usually like coming up with new thoughts and ideas, but sometimes they may fire off in my mind in a disorderly manner (Locke 450). They seem to be somehow untethered. One of the worst parts is that my brain may fail to acknowledge that it needs to stop firing off thoughts, contemplations, and ideas when I am in the middle of my mathematics session with my siblings. I could be sitting there imagining how high I could fly if I had wings or  even trying to establish the difference between adjectives and adverbs while at the same time I am thinking of what if, “education was repentance.” I could also be imagining something heady which I heard at the recent education conference or developing great new ideas intended for my podcast (Zboray et al. 115). My commonplace book helps me to write down most of my random thoughts and ideas as they cross my mind. 
Mind-Maps
	Sometimes my thoughts and ideas may appear like a mind-map or even a list and at other times it seems like a bomb which may have gone off on the page (Havens 225). I typically get conflicted regarding experiencing such wild as well as unruly thoughts adjacent to the pages containing bits of Tolstoy or even Chaucer; however, it seems to be kind of fitting. I could compare this with my life which is somehow unwieldy while having high ideals. I have always wanted to improve my commonplacing skills by making it more intentionally (Locke 445). I intend to adopt a kind of system when I am reading to allow me to think properly regarding the books I am reading.
Why I Prefer to Use Paper   
	I usually prefer keeping a paper notebook rather than using a program such as Evernote. According to the previously conducted studies, people retain information better when they write something out since they are actively engaging with it while applying the information in a novel manner (Zboray et al. 122). Coping, clipping as well as pasting information retrieved from the web may be too passive and the individual may forget about what they have saved after a short while. I typically write out ideas as well as quotes since I wish to remember them later or apply them in some other ways. By taking some time to write, I am able to better process and recall almost everything that I read. I use a standard notebook which helps me to keep everything in a simple way (Locke 458). 
Definition of a Mystery Story towards Finishing the Course
	Close to finishing the course, a mystery story could be defined as fictional or nonfictional. The fictional mysteries could be stories which seem to be realistic in nature; however, they may not be based on real-life events (Barry et al. 253). They appear to be overlapping with several other literary genres including fantasies, horrors, thrillers, science fiction, and crime fiction among others. An apt example of a fictional mystery is detective fiction. On the other hand, nonfictional mystery covers various topics which are based on true events including science, religion, history, and magic among others. For instance, there could be many unexplained disappearances of people and unsolved crimes among others. The nonfictional mysteries are also featured in documentaries and reality shows on televisions (Knobloch-Westerwick et al. 200). One of the significant disparities between nonfiction and fiction mysteries is that nonfiction mysteries are focused on addressing mysteries which remain unsolved while fictional mysteries focus on solving the mystery. 
What Interests me in the CPB
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I love how I have come to learn about mystery stories and some of their major disparities. For instance, the nonfiction mysteries are aimed at addressing mysteries which remain unsolved while fictional mysteries are aimed at solving the mystery (Knobloch-Westerwick et al. 210). Moreover, I also like how I often prefer drawing lines down in the middle of each paper followed by copying the passages on the left side and ensuring that my responses to the passages are placed on the right. Sometimes I just decide to copy down the passages rather than writing them out of my own imagination. Such mechanisms play a significant role in helping me remember almost every interesting that I read. Additionally, my perception regarding mystery stories has changed since I initially thought that every mystery story was fictional (Barry et al. 253).  
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